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File Descriptors – Quick Overview



File Objects – Two Implementations



Example File Object Definition
• Don’t use this code verbatim—it’s untested and I 

wrote it very quickly just as an example. But it 
illustrates one way of using polymorphism to 
implement the File class in valid C. Note that 
there are several ways to design 
polymorphism/inheritance in C, and each has its 
own tradeoffs.



pipe(), dup(), dup2()



Read/write Atomicity of Pipes



Some gotcha’s to look out for


